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Agenda Overview:   Hour 1 – Mission and Functions Clarification 
   Hour 2 – Member Shares re: Formative Assessments 
 
1.  Introductions: Used a “Grounding” Activity to introduce ourselves round-robin:  

name, affiliation, and purpose for attending CNYDAC.  Reflection on grounding 
activity shared with tables. 

 
In attendance:  Shelley Blodgett (Sandy Creek), Annette Borelli (Jordan 
Elbridge), Brent Bowden (Central Square), Lorrie Burrows (Oswego BOCES), 
Chris Byrne (Phoenix), Neal Capone (CNYRIC), Brian Cohen (Fayetteville-
Manlius), Don DeJohn (CNYRIC), Tom Douglas (Central Square),Pam Dowse 
(Fulton), Lauren Faessler (CNYRIC), Carolyn Hirst-Loucks (Auburn), Marcia 
Kendrick (Fayetteville-Manlius), Peter McCarthy (Solvay), Trish McCarron 
(Marcellus), Mike Miller (Auburn), Donna Marie Norton (North Syracuse), Susan 
Pazola (Homer), Ellen Tapley (Fayetteville-Manlius), Terry Ward (CNYRIC) 

 
2.  Review of Mission and Functions:  “Say Something” Strategy with eye contact 

partners.  Read mission and say something.  Read functions and say something. 
 CNYDAC refocus on data analysis and facilitation. 
 
  Share Out:  How do we make data easy to use?  Functional.  Proactively prevent 

errors and apply reports/info efficiently.  We want to support districts in 
triangulating data and using formative assessment data.  Want to move beyond 
verification.  How much time does this group want to spend on data that informs 
instruction?  Data doesn’t need to be technical to be useful.  Community members 
will determine success of group as a whole.  We need to share ideas and practices, 
successes and mistakes.  Great diversity of members and perspectives will make 
for productive dialogue. 

 
 
 



 
 Scatter plot:  Members rate self on a scale of 0 – 10 as a data facilitator and as a 

preparer of data.  Members plotted data on scatter plot.  Observed the chart – 
observations included diversity among members.  Many felt somewhat 
comfortable with both technical skills and facilitation. 

 
3.  2008-09 Topics Brainstorm: 
 Brainstorm:  Individually brainstorm hot topics you care most about. 
 Pairs - Square:  In pairs, then as a table, consolidate brainstorming lists to share 

out round robin for charting on paper.   
 
 
 
 Hot Topics:    

• Connecting Data to Instruction 
• Sharing Teacher Data (including emotional responses to data) 
• Triangulating Data – Sources of data/Types of data (Data Inventory) including 

published assessments 
• Assessment Literacy (purposes) 
• Importance of Accessing Comparison Data (how) 
• District Sharing of Information – communication tools 
• Book Talks 
• Modeling – video clips 
• Collaborative Process of Data Analysis – Skills, Structures, and Strategies 
• Formative Assessments – Types and Tools 
• Communicating Data to Different Audiences 
• Data Displays (generating quick, simple data sets) 
• Data Analysis Tools 

 Survey will be sent to members to prioritize interest in topics. 
 
 
4.  Member Sharing 
 

Pam Dowse,  
Data Management Administrator 
Fulton City Schools 
Formative Assessment:  The what, why, and how of the Fulton City School District’s 
custom database that includes formative assessment data.  The database combines 
student demographic, attendance, enrollment, historical, summative, and formative 
assessment data.  Intended to facilitate teachers’ use of student data to monitor 
progress, set goals, and differentiate instruction for individual students.  Building 
representatives serve on the District Data Committee so buildings have input into 
ongoing revisions of the database.  The district downloads as much data as possible.  
Teachers enter formative assessment data.  See power point slides. 

 
 



Alicia Pizutto 
Director of Math, Business, and Career Education 
North Syracuse Central School District 
Math Benchmark Assessments:  Describes the process of instituting Math 
benchmarking using Performance Pathways.  Began with teachers who have a passion 
for curriculum.  Teachers design assessments using test items from NYS 
Assessments.  Test items are aligned with performance indicators.  Tests administered 
3 times a year in grades 3 – 9.  Performance Pathways allows teachers access to 
results within an hour of being scanned.  The process produces a huge data set of 
math performance data for more than 6000 students.  See handouts:  NSCSD Math 
Benchmark Assessment Project Summary and Grade 7 Math curriculum map. 

 
5.  Next Meeting:  Proposed date and time – Thursday, January 8, 2009 1:00pm 
























