
Computer-Based Testing 

2017-18 

New Year, New Plans 

September 2017 

  



Agenda 

I. Overview of CBT 2017 
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I. Upcoming Training Events 

VI. Q&A Roundtable   
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Operational and Field Testing 

CBT  2016-17 
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Computer-Based Testing, 2016-17 

• More than 28,000 students tested on computer for 
operational CBT Grades 3-8 ELA and Math 

• 84 Districts had schools participating in 
operational CBT 

– 167 schools administered CBT ELA 

– 136 schools administered CBT Math 

• More than 20 CBT Scoring Consortia were 
established locally  

• More than 60,000 students from more than 900 
schools participated in CBT field testing 
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Operational CBT, 2016-17 



Operational CBT, 2016-17 
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The CBT Working 
Group established 
with our Regional 
Information Centers 
(RICs) was 
instrumental in 
supporting schools 
that transitioned to 
CBT for Year 1.  
 
We will continue this 
successful working 
relationship for CBT 
with the RICs for 
Year 2. 



Operational CBT, 2016-17 

• The experience was a success. We will 

repeat our workflows for this next year.  

– After operational ELA and Math, we held Lessons 

Learned Webinars and provided tips and tactics 

for an even better CBT experience. 

• As a result, the math administration was very smooth.   

• Our RICs and districts were able to troubleshoot on 

their own. 
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Operational CBT, 2016-17 

• Test Administration is simpler 

– No test booklets to transport 

– No paper rattling during test taking 

– No rulers dropping to the floor 

 

• Scoring Administration is simpler 

– No test booklets to transport  

– Electronic reporting = easier oversight 

– Electronic alerting = easier communication  
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CBT Field Testing, 2016-17 

We launched the Spanish tests for Math 

during field testing:  

• Test Coordinators assigned Spanish 

language via Nextera Admin 

• The testing platform, navigation and 

buttons, are translated into Spanish 

• The test form is translated into Spanish 

and is the same test as offered on paper 
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CBT Overview for 2017 

Students liked the test tools.  
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CBT Overview for 2017 

Students liked the online Test Delivery System. 

 

11 



CBT Overview for 2017 

Test Coordinators liked the administration tools.  
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CBT Overview for 2017 

Teachers and Students liked the test 

accommodation features. 
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CBT Overview for 2017 

Scorers liked the ScorePoint® platform.  
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Transitioning to CBT 

2017-18 
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September-October November-January February-March April-May 
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Computer-Based Testing Timeline 
2017-2018 School Year 

• CBT Weekly Calls 
Resume (Fridays) 

 
• Updated Question 

Sampler Released 
(9/15) 

 
• CBT Informational 

Regional Sessions 
 

• Release of Planned 
CBT Enhancements 
for 2018 
 

• CBT Tech Readiness 
Updated 

 
• CBT Support 

Refreshes for 2018 
 
• NYSED Online 

Ordering System 
Opens 
 

• School Decisions for 
Operational CBT 
 

• Technology Readiness 
Online Verification 
opens 
 

• Confirmation of 
Scoring Consortia 
Relationships 
 

• Nextera Admin 
District and School 
Data Updated 

 
• CBT Training 

Roadshow Locations 
Determined 

• Updated Practice Tests 
Available in Secure 
Browser 
 

• CBT Training 
Roadshows 
 

• ScorePoint Training 
Roadshows 
 

• CBT Tech Readiness 
Updated 

 
• Proctor Webinar 

 
• CBT Readiness Webinar 

 
• Confirm Readiness 

with all Operational 
CBT Schools and 
Scoring Consortia 

• ELA Operational Tests: 
April 10-17 
 

• ELA Scoring: April 16 -
May 3 

 
• Lessons Learned from 

ELA Webinar: April 
 
• Math Operational 

Tests: May 1-8 
 

• Math Scoring: May 4 -
May 16 
 

• Lessons Learned from 
Operational CBT: May  
 

• CBT & PBT Field Tests: 
May 21-June 8 



Transition Checklist 

Transition Checklist: how can a school 

transition to CBT for the first time?  

– Ordering CBT 

– Scoring Consortia 

– Working with Testing Coordinators 

– CBT Technology Readiness requirements 

– CBT Data Requirements 
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Transition Checklist 

We created a seven-step CBT Transition 

Checklist to help schools that are just 

starting to consider CBT with answering the 

question:  

“Can my school transition  

to CBT this year?” 
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Transition Checklist: Step 1 
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• A school can choose to administer CBT by subject and grade level 
for Grades 3-8 ELA and Math 

• All students in the selected grade must test on CBT 

• A decision to administer CBT in a subject or grade level in one 
year does not affect a decision to administer CBT in a subject or 
grade level in the following year 

 



Requirements, 2017-18 

The requirements for administering CBT for 2018 are the same as the 

2017 requirements. 

In the NYSED online examination request system, schools have the option 

to choose to administer paper- or computer-based tests by subject/grade 

level: 

• All students in a selected subject/grade will take the test on computer 

• Schools will indicate their Lead Scoring Entity for CBT Scoring 

• Schools will verify Technology Readiness on Nextera Admin 

• Decisions from 2017 do not affect decisions for 2018 

• Schools will select format (paper/computer) for stand-alone field testing 
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Ordering CBT, 2017-18 

Schools will indicate stand-alone field testing (SAFT) 

format, computer or paper, on the school information page. 
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Select 



Ordering CBT, 2017-18 

Schools will indicate whether or not they are ordering CBT 

on the school information page. 
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Select 



Transition Checklist: Step 2 
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There are three different scoring consortia models:  

• School / District Scoring Consortia 

• Regional BOCES Scoring Consortia 

• Third-Party Scoring Vendor 

The school must enter their Lead Scoring Entity when 
ordering CBT.  



Scoring Requirements, 2017-18 

Scoring Consortia: relationship among at least three different 

schools or where a Regional Scoring Center is bringing together 

educators from at least three different schools to score CBT 

constructed responses using ScorePoint. 

 

Lead Scoring Entity: the name and BEDS Code of the school, 

district, BOCES, or scoring vendor that will be responsible for 

conducting scoring activities with educators from a minimum of 

three schools.  

• A school can have a different Lead Scoring Entity for 
ELA and Math.  
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Ordering CBT, 2017-18 

Schools will be prompted to enter their Lead Scoring Entity 

on the school information page.  
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First 

Second 



Transition Checklist: Step 3 
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NYSED started collecting District Test Coordinator (DTC) details on 
SEDREF in 2015-16.  

• The DTC will play an instrumental role in assisting schools with 
administering CBT in her/his district. 

• Make sure your DTC is aware of your school’s decision to 
administer CBT. 

 
 



Transition Checklist: Step 4 
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The Technology Readiness Checklist is a nine-point checklist that 
schools should work through to confirm they are ready and 
prepared to administer computer-based tests. 

• The checklist must be verified every year on Nextera Admin by 
the principal. 

• Verifying the checklist is only required for operational CBT, but 
we recommend that schools participating in CBT field testing 
use the checklist as a best practice.  

 



Technology Readiness, 2017-18 

• 9 Categories of requirements to verify within 
the school 

– Intended as a “working” document that principals 
and test coordinators can use internally to confirm 
readiness in each category 

• Proven checklist that helps schools ensure a 
successful CBT administration 

– This type of checklist is a best practice in other 
states 
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Technology Readiness, 2017-18 
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Transition Checklist: Step 5 
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• Install and test the Nextera Secure Browser on 1-2 devices to 
confirm that your student devices are compatible with Nextera.  

• Test all devices with the practice test “practice / practice.”  

• The Nextera Secure Browser will be updated in January for the 
2017-18 school year.  

• For operational CBT, all student testing devices should have the 
Nextera Secure Browser installed at least 2-3 weeks ahead of 
the CBT test administration window. 

 



Transition Checklist: Step 6 
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• Students should be familiar with the computer-based test 
delivery platform for navigating among questions and using the 
testing tools, such as the highlighter, line reader, calculator and 
more. 

• Students should have experience with answering questions by 
typing in constructed response and equation editor boxes. 



Question Sampler 
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CBT Practice Tests 
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Practice Tests are available via the online Question Sampler*:  

• 3 Samplers per subject/grade 

• 3 Samplers per student testing accommodation 

• 3 Samplers per translated language  

– Chinese (Traditional) 

– Haitian Creole 

– Korean 

– Russian 

– Spanish 

*The same practice tests will be available in the 
Nextera Secure Browser in January 2018. 



Transition Checklist: Step 7 
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In order for student data to be pre-populated into Nextera Admin 
for CBT, you must have your student enrollment records loaded to 
the Level 2 Data Warehouse by the December deadline.  

• The NYSSIS ID is required for all CBT students. 

• Students will be loaded into Nextera Admin by grade-level 
enrollment based on CBT orders 

• Students can always be manually entered into Nextera Admin  



CBT Practice Tests 

 

 

 

Online Demonstration 

Question Sampler  
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Questions about CBT Transition? 

Contact CBT Customer Support 

CBTSupport@nysed.gov 

 

https://CBTSupport.nysed.gov 

 

mailto:CBTSupport@nysed.gov
http://cbtsupport.nysed.gov/


CBT Fall Presentation 
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Break time!  



Nextera & ScorePoint 
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Nextera & ScorePoint 



• Question Sampler 
– Web-based tool where students can become familiar with the test format, 

the question types, and the tools they will experience during testing 

– Offers practice with previously released state questions 

• Nextera® Admin 
– Web-based, Online Test Administration System 

– Multi-tiered, role-based system 

– Manage students and student-test taking 
 

• Nextera® Test Delivery System 
– Secure browser 

– Students access and complete tests 

– Downloaded to students’ devices 

– Additional practice with previously released state questions 

• ScorePoint 
– Web-based, centrally-hosted software application to score constructed 

response items entered by students during computer-based testing  

Questar’s Platform Overview 



Question Sampler 

• Available from a public landing 
page and can be used by students, 
parents, teachers, or 
administrators. 
 
 

• Users can experience the testing 
tools without downloading and 
installing a secure browser or app. 
 

• Most test accommodations are 
available in English and five 
translated languages. 

 

• Text-to-Speech is available in 
English only. 
 

• Three samplers per subject and 
grade level.  

https://ny.nextera.questarai.com/tds/#practice 
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For the best experience use a Chrome browser 

to access the Sampler 

https://ny.nextera.questarai.com/tds/#practice


Nextera® Admin 

Manage user accounts 

– Activate users 

– Reset passwords 

– Set up any additional teachers and administrators 

 

 

 



Nextera® Admin 

Set up students and classes 

– Add or edit students 

– Manage class lists 

– Assign accommodations to students 

 

 

 



Nextera® Admin 

 Administer computer-based testing 

– Links to download Secure Browser on student’s machines 

• Help > Downloads 

 

– Print login tickets for students 

• Tests Tab 

 

– Set Not Tested Codes 

• Tests Tab 

 

– Oversee student testing during administration 

• Tests Tab 
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Customer Support 

– Call, Email OR Chat 

 

 

Nextera® Admin   

NY.3-8.help@questarai.com 866.997.0695 



Nextera® Test Delivery System 
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What is the Secure Browser? 
  

Students access the Nextera® Test Delivery System through 

the Questar Secure Browser, which will be downloaded to the 

workstations by Technology Coordinators.  

 

Students double-click the Questar Secure Browser icon to 

launch the Nextera® Test Delivery System.  

 

* Students cannot access outside websites while using the 

Secure Browser.  



Nextera® Test Delivery System 

• Installed on each student device  
 

• Allows the test to be presented securely on the device 
 

• Employs an HTML5 framework 
– No Java dependencies 

 

• Provides confidence in saving student responses 
– Test content cached when student logs in 

• Student response/interaction continuously sent to Questar 

• Responses stored/encrypted locally on computer/device in 
case of network loss 
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Taking the test online 

Nextera® Test Delivery System 

Student signs in  

using  

login credentials 

Verify student  

information 
Select Session  

Follow  

directions 

on screen 

Type in Access 
Code  

(spoken aloud by 
proctor) 

Begin Test 

Review &  

Submit test 



ScorePoint 

• Students responses are delivered nightly to ScorePoint 

during the scoring window 

 

• Readers at the scoring consortia score the responses by 

using ScorePoint 

 

• Scoring Directors and Team Leaders also access 

ScorePoint to take part in setup, read behinds, alerts, and 

to print reports 

 



ScorePoint Response Example 
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Example of Scoring a Response Entered on Computer 



ScorePoint Response Example 
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Example of Scoring a Response Entered on Computer 



ScorePoint Response Example 
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Example of Scoring a Response Entered on Computer 



Lessons Learned from  

CBT 2017 
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Operational CBT, 2016-17 

Best practices from operational CBT 

schools:  

• Provide time for students to use the 

practice tests 

• Distribute student logins on index cards 

• Display session access code to students 

on board in front of room  

• Provide Proctors with the Proctor PIN 
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Lessons Learned, CBT 2016-17 
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Make sure student testing devices are charged.   

–  Avoid low batteries and make sure that all laptop 

computers are charged ahead of students taking the 

test.  

– Have power cords on-hand and ready to charge 

devices. 

– Have additional power strips for plugging in devices 

that have not been properly charged or have used up 

their charge during testing. 

– Have extra devices ready, if needed. 



Lessons Learned, CBT 2016-17 

Know the difference between TTS and Test Read in Nextera: 
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Text-to-Speech Test Read 

• The computer reads the 
test to the student from 
the computer screen.  

 
• The student tests on 

computer.  
 

• This is an online-only 
accommodation.  

• A human reads the test 
to the student from a 
paper test. 

 
• The student tests on 

paper.  
 
• This is a classroom-only 

accommodation.  



Lessons Learned, CBT 2016-17 

• Know your WiFi and whether or not a 1:1 

device situation presents an automatic-

connection for student computers.  

– If possible, disable guest WiFi in your school. 

– Try to ensure that all testing devices are 

connecting to the testing location’s WiFi ONLY. 

• Consider “forgetting” other WiFi connections/options on 

any testing devices to ensure the device connects to 

the intended WiFi connection 
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New Enhancements  

for 2018 
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New Enhancements, 2017-18 

Nextera Test Delivery System  
• Highlighted section remains highlighted across an ELA 

passage that spans multiple questions 

• Highlighter and Notes will be saved when user pauses 
test  

• Math Reference Sheet is undocked                                           
and can be resized or moved 

• All Constructed Response boxes                                   
and Notes boxes can be resized 

• Improvements to functionality and                             
clarity of zoom 
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New Enhancements, 2017-18 

Nextera Admin 

• Pause All Tests or Individual Tests 

• Internet Connection Status for all students 
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New Enhancements, 2017-18 

Nextera Admin, Student Data 

• Importing data based on enrollment 

• Ability to add new students through a 

template upload process 

• Ability to create classes and move 

students through a template upload 

• Simplified functionality to set Not Tested 

Codes for students 
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New Enhancements, 2017-18 

ScorePoint 

• Ability to score translated constructed 
responses in ScorePoint 

• Schools can have a different Scoring 
Consortia for ELA and Math 

• Enhanced Reports:  

– Ability to see list of schools for which the 
scoring consortium is receiving constructed 
responses 
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Upcoming Training, CBT 2017-18 

• October 18, 2017: Statewide CBT Webinar 

• January 2018: Regional CBT Training Sessions 

• March 2018: Regional ScorePoint Training Sessions 

• March 2018: Proctor Webinar 

• March 2018: Operational CBT Preparation Webinar 

• April 2018: Lessons Learned from Operational ELA 

• May 2018: Lessons Learned from Operational Math (focus on 

preparation for CBT field testing) 

• May 2018: Proctor Webinar for Field Testing on Computers 
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Q&A Roundtable 

with the  

Office of State Assessment 
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Questions? 

CBT Customer Support 

CBTSupport@nysed.gov 

 

https://CBTSupport.nysed.gov 

 

mailto:CBTSupport@nysed.gov
http://cbtsupport.nysed.gov/


Questions? 

  

 
Questar Customer Support 

NY.3-8.help@questarai.com 

emailto: NY.3-8.help@questarai.com
emailto: NY.3-8.help@questarai.com
emailto: NY.3-8.help@questarai.com
emailto: NY.3-8.help@questarai.com

